
Our Vision  (Mission – in the specific context of 
Oxford, MS) 
CPC is called to minister in the specific context of a small university town/cultural 
center in the state of Mississippi.  Thus in the light of our Mission (Statement of 
Identity) and ministry context in Oxford, Mississippi, we seek to: 
·       Challenge and foster growth in personal holiness. 
o   We believe real gospel-driven change as a body of Christ will only begin and 
continue with a commitment to growth in personal holiness. 
·       Be welcoming/inviting/intentional to all 
o   In addition to temporary residents, the Lafayette-Oxford-University community 
is growing as a home for various people of all ages (e.g., retirees, singles, young 
families, college students).  We will want to be mindful of this entire mix of people 
as we seek to minister in every sphere of life. 
o   We want to be mindful of the unusual numbers of children of all ages being 
raised in this community and the challenges/issues this presents. 
·       Demonstrate Christian community 
o   We desire at CPC to maintain, in Christ, a strong sense of community, being a 
place where people love and enjoy Christ and one another within His visible 
Body. 
o   We must seek to cultivate a fellowship that enables and promotes honesty 
about our spiritual condition through prayer, prayer partnerships, accountability 
groups, mutual confession of sins, etc. 
·       Reflect the Kingdom of God:  all tongues, tribes, nations, cultures, 
classes 
o   The LOU community presents unique opportunities to enjoy and experience 
cross-cultural relationships everywhere, including in the church.  We have seen, 
are seeing, and expect to see the gospel breaking down cultural barriers in the 
community and the church. 
o   As much as possible, CPC wants to reflect today what the church will look like 
when we all stand before the throne of God on the last day (see Revelation 
7:9-11 “A great multitude that no one could count from every nation, tribe, people 
and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb”).  
·       Design ministry suited to an “airport” environment, i.e., an environment in 
which people “land” for a season, then “take off” to other places.  Part of our 
ministry is to equip and send out sojourners who land and stay here for various 
lengths of time. 
o   Most of the people who will come through our doors in any given ten-year 
period will be temporary residents here, i.e., people who are here between 1 and 
6 years or people who do not live here but visit this community regularly. 
o   Thus God provides us with limited opportunities to minister to, and equip for 
future kingdom work, people who are not/will not be long-term residents of 



Oxford but who have or potentially will have broad spheres of influences in other 
places.  
·       Equip CPC members to be “airport” workers 
o   CPC members must be taught and reminded regularly about the “airport” 
nature of our ministry and be encouraged and equipped to be intentional toward 
the temporary residents who come through our doors.  
o   Again, we must understand that we have and will have limited/fixed amounts 
of time to invest in the majority of people to whom and with whom we will 
minister. 
o   However, this airport mentality does not diminish the need for everyone in 
CPC to be knitted together and encouraging towards each other. 
·       Apply the gospel to Mississippi’s cultural blind spots. 
o   Issues of race and wealth disparity remain issues here in acute ways. 
o   Because of the make-up and size of the LOU (Lafayette-Oxford-University) 
community, we have opportunities culturally to interact and enjoy a diverse mix of 
people in ways that many communities in Mississippi do not. 
·       Challenge cultural/materialistic assumptions 
o   At some level, the LOU community , in ways that are unique to this 
community, can present an atmosphere where many activities and interests 
compete for people’s time and hearts.  We must be mindful of this atmosphere as 
we live and minister the gospel of Jesus Christ in this community. 
·       Engage/redeem culture and promote intellectual/theological inquiry 
o   LOU is a culturally rich community centered in education and arts. CPC must 
take this into account as we seek to be instruments in the Redeemer’s hands.


